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Statement on the end of the MAIF Agreement

The Marketing in Australia of Infant Formulas (MAIF) Agreement was established in 1992 as
a voluntary self-regulatory code for manufacturers and importers of infant formula
products. Signatories to the MAIF Agreement agreed to restrict inappropriate marketing of
infant formula products in Australia, amongst other things.

The MAIF Agreement required regular re-authorisation from the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) to remain in force. The Infant Nutrition Council applied for
re-authorisation of the MAIF Agreement in March 2024. The Australian Government
supported re-authorisation to allow for an orderly transition to a mandatory code and
provide certainty and consistency to both industry and consumers.

On 6 February 2025, the ACCC denied the Infant Nutrition Council’s application for re-
authorisation of the MAIF Agreement. This means that the MAIF Agreement will cease from
28 February 2025.

The Infant Nutrition Council is disappointed with the ACCC’s decision. The end of the MAIF
Agreement means there is currently no regulatory framework restricting inappropriate
marketing of infant formula products in Australia. Many individual INC members do have
internal policies around the responsible marketing of infant formula products, and will
continue to adhere to these commitments.

The Government previously announced its intention to create a mandatory code for the
regulation of inappropriate marketing of infant formula products in Australia. The Infant
Nutrition Council has welcomed this announcement and looks forward to working
constructively with the Government on its development and implementation of a
mandatory code.
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Chief Executive Officer



