FEEDING
THE FUTURE
17-19 OCTOBER 2022
TE PAPA TONGAREWA
WELLINGTON
NEW ZEALAND

Breastfeeding is the normal way to feed a baby and the most ideal source of nutrition due to its unique benefits. When an
infant cannot receive breast milk, the only suitable and safe alternative is a scientifically developed infant formula product
which satisfies all the nutritional requirements of infants aged up to six months.
The Infant Nutrition Council (INC) represents the vast majority of manufacturers, marketers and ingredient suppliers of infant
formula and toddler milk drinks in Australia and New Zealand. All members abide by the local interpretations of the
International Code of marketing of Breast-Milk Substitutes 1981 (World Health Organisation Code) and INC’s own Code of
Conduct to ensure industry best practice.
As the trusted voice of the industry, INC encourages optimal infant and young child nutrition. This includes through support of
the New Zealand and Australian governments’ public health goals for the protection and promotion of breastfeeding and,
fair and science-based treatment of infant formula and toddler milk drinks.

NAU MAI HAERE MAI KI AOTEAROA
WELCOME TO NEW ZEALAND
Wellington
Tukua te wairua kia rere ki ngā taumata

Allow one’s spirit to exercise its potential

Hai ārahi i ā tātou mahi

To guide us in our work as well as in our pursuit of

Me tā tātou whai i ngā tikanga a rātou mā

our ancestral traditions

Kia mau kia ita

Take hold and preserve it

Kia kore ai e ngaro

Ensure it is never lost

Kia pupuri

Hold fast

Kia whakamaua

Secure it

Kia tina! TINA! Hui e! TĀIKI E!

Draw together! Affirm!

Mihi Whakatau provided by Peter Jackson | Te Āti Awa

Foreword from the Minister of

AGRICULTURE AND TRADE
AND EXPORT GROWTH
HON DAMIEN O’CONNOR

Welcome to Wellington and New Zealand for this

Despite this success, the Labour-led New Zealand Government is

important conference.

well aware of the head winds that frequently accompany
exports, particularly in times such as those we are now in, in the

I want to commend the great work of the infant formula

wake of the global pandemic and the extra vigilance around

industry in helping provide high quality and safe dairy

food safety, and are constantly alert to changing circumstances

products that contribute to the growth and development of

and how we can help.

our infants.
For example, we worked hard, and with great success, to
Though I wish I could attend in person, I’m still delighted to

smooth the way for exports during uncertainty of COVID-19. We

play a part in your conference this week and look forward

are also closely watching the shortages of infant formula in the

to hearing about its successes

United States, and officials are in regular contact with
counterpart agencies to emphasise the importance of timely

New Zealand’s infant formula industry is a stand-out in

assessment and approval of New Zealand infant formula

global terms, having one of the more compelling stories to

suppliers under the current enforcement discretion framework.

tell when it comes to competing with some of the world’s
big dairy producers. Your products are the envy of many

This work is vital to helping you grow so you can export more of

across the world, which is why they are in such high

your high-quality and safe products to mothers and infants

demand in even the most tough-to-crack markets.

around the world. We look forward to working with you and
the Infant Nutrition Council to further that aim.

In a country where dairy is the No. 1 export earner –
earning $22 billion in the year 30 June 2022 – infant

Best wishes

formula is one of the star performers. At latest count, the
revenue generated from infant formula exports exceeded
$1.4 billion. When you consider that in 2017 exports were
just $780 million, you can see how far the industry has
come and how valuable it is to New Zealand.
Hon Damien O’Connor
And it doesn’t end there. It’s estimated that by 2025 – just
three years away – today’s $1.4 billion sector will have
climbed to $1.7 billion. That will be testament to our
farmers and manufacturers, with the guidance and support
of the Infant Nutrition Council.

WELCOME FROM THE BOARD
On Behalf of the Infant Nutrition Council Board, I
am pleased to welcome you to Wellington, New
Zealand and the 4th Feeding the Future
conference. It’s very exciting as it has been a
number of years since we have been able to meet
face to face and we are looking forward to
catching up with familiar faces and taking the
opportunity to make new connections.

Our thanks to,

The Infant Nutrition Council Ltd is the industry association for
the infant formula products and toddler milk drink industry in
Australia and New Zealand. Members include some of the
most respected food companies in our region and
internationally, who together are responsible for over 95% of
the volume of infant formula and toddler milk products made
and sold in Australia and New Zealand. All members take
pride in their important role in supporting the nutrition of
babies, and their caregivers, when those babies are not
receiving breast milk.

Major Sponsors: Additive Solutions, Advanced Lipids,
Cargill, Daabon, Prinova

We are extremely grateful to our sponsors for their generosity
in helping to make this conference a reality. Without them we
would not be able to support our international speakers or
build such an interesting program.

Principal Sponsor:
FrieslandCampina
Breakfast and Major Sponsor:
Bunge Loders Croklaan Nutrition
Gala Dinner Sponsor: VFI Oils for Life

Welcome Reception Sponsor: Westland Milk Products
General Sponsors: DSM, Glanbia Nutritionals, Jamestrong
The success of our conferences reflects the strong relationships we,
and specifically the INC secretariat have with researchers,
government officials and other key industry stakeholders. I’d like
to take this opportunity to thank all the hard working secretariat
and especially in this instance, Jan Carey, CEO, Kate Davis,
Executive Officer and Emily Hicks, Executive Assistant for their
energy and time in pulling together what is promising to be an
exciting couple of days.
I hope you enjoy the conference and take
information,
ake away new informat
new learnings and new connections.

Victoria Landells
Acting Board Chair

CEO WELCOME
It is a great pleasure to welcome speakers,
sponsors, delegates and government
representatives to Feeding the Future, together
again after what feels like a long three-year break.
The New Zealand and Australian infant formula and toddler
milk drink industry is a diverse cohort that includes global
companies, long established local companies, ingredient and
packaging suppliers, manufacturing plants and small start-up
companies and brands that are building successful businesses
in the domestic and export market. The Infant Nutrition Council
seeks to capture this diversity and give each member a voice
that together creates one strong, united, and professional voice
for our industry in our region.
Never is the diversity of our issues and of our views so
apparently on display as they are during our Feeding the Future
conferences. We are excited by the calibre of local, regional,
and international speakers who have agreed to share their
expertise so that we can explore the variety of issues that are
facing the industry now and in the future.
I am delighted that we will hear directly from our two great
trading partners: China and the United States with presentations
from Tracy Li Liangqiu, Executive Vice President of the China
Nutrition and Health

Food Association, and Dr Carrie
Assar from the United States Food
and Drug Administration.
The infant formula and toddler milk
drink industry has contributed much
to the current knowledge of the
nutritional needs of infants and young
children as well as the qualities and
benefits of breast milk but there is so much
more to learn.
We hope that over the next two days
Feeding the Future provides you with opportunities to gather
information, investigate ideas, make new business contacts, catch up
with colleagues and learn more about this important industry.
I wish you the very best.

Jan Carey
CEO

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR
frieslandcampina.com

Feed them well,
watch them fly.
•

The expert in infant nutrition
ingredient solutions for over
75 years.

•

The only supplier offering a wide
range of functional ingredients:
GOS, HMOs, Lactoferrin, MFGM,
DHA and ARA.

•

Designed to support immunity,
digestive comfort, brain
development and fuel growth
through the power of gut health
and beyond.

•

Discover what we have to offer!

The inside matters.

MAJOR SPONSOR AND BREAKFAST SPONSOR

Bunge Loders Croklaan Nutrition—Solutions for all stages of life
Bunge has been among the largest agri-food companies for over 200 years. Loders
Croklaan created infant formula OPO with the invention of Betapol in the 1990’s.
Together, we serve customers in the infant, medical, and sports nutrition industries
with a growing portfolio. When you work with Bunge Loders Croklaan, you access
an unparalleled mix of nutritional lipid expertise, market knowledge, and globally
integrated supply chains.
amea.bungeloders.com/en

DINNER SPONSOR

VFI Oils For Life
Infant nutrition requires the safest ingredients and most careful processing. VFI
Oils for Life creates oil blends and single oils for infant nutrition to the highest
standards worldwide – organic, conventional, COFCC. From the seed to the oil
preparation – the entire supply chain under control. Challenge us!
vfi.co.at/en

MAJOR SPONSORS

Additive Solutions a Barentz company, is a leading
global manufacturer & distributor of specialty
ingredients for the infant nutrition sector. Our local
team of food technologists support our customers by
providing innovative technical and commercial
ingredient solutions whilst maintaining a culture of
exceptional customer service.

INFAT® produced, and marketed by Advanced Lipids,
a joint venture of IFF and AAK, is a fat ingredient
structured with a high level of palmitic in the middle
position, similar to the structure of human milk fat, was
shown in several clinical studies to bring multiple
benefits to babies.
advancedlipids.com

additivesolutions.com.au

Cargill we nourish the world in a safe, responsible
and sustainable way. Every day, we connect farmers
with markets, customers with ingredients, and people
and animals with the food they need to thrive. We
combine our experience with new technologies and
insights to serve as a trusted partner for food,
agriculture, financial and industrial customers in more
than 125 countries.

Daabon Organic Australia is part of DAABON Group
and based on a 100-year-old family agri-industrial
business tradition. Our organic certified refinery in
Melbourne is designed for delivering organic and
non-organic single oils and oil blends with high
contaminant control (3MCPD, GE, MOSH, MOAH).
Daabon integrates the supply chain From the Soil to the
Market and offers bespoke oil solutions with organic
certifications for international markets.

cargill.com.au
daabon.com.au

Prinova is a leading global supplier of ingredients,
premix manufacturing and product development
solutions for the food, beverage and nutrition
industries. Prinova holds strategic stocks in 35+
distribution centres around the world to ensure
continuity of supply and has liquid and dry premix
manufacturing facilities in the UK, China and the USA.
Prinova's premix business is underpinned with over 40
years of experience in ingredient sourcing and
distribution, servicing their customers with global
inventories, market expertise and leading market
positions in Vitamins, Amino Acids, Sweeteners,
Preservatives, Proteins, Aroma Chemicals and more.
prinovaglobal.com/us/en

WELCOME RECEPTION SPONSOR

Westland Milk Products ingredients brand, Westpro, is excited to be at the INC
Conference to showcase our new range of Westpro SupericareTMspecialty nutrition products;
made with the highest care and attention necessary for paediatric nutrition, our new
range is ideal for use in infant and toddler nutrition products.
westland.co.nz

GENERAL SPONSORS

dsm.com

glanbia.com

jamestrong.com
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9:00 AM

MIHI WHAKATAU

9:10 AM

WELCOME & OFFICIAL OPENING

9:45 AM

Navigating the Future of Food

10:30 AM

NETWORKING BREAK - Morning tea

11:00 AM

Early Life Nutrition – Content and Context

11:30 AM

What do we know about diet in the early years?
Evidence from the Growing up in New Zealand Longitudinal study

12:00 PM

Highlights and New Insights from the 2021 Australian Feeding
Infants & Toddlers Study (OzFits)

1:00 PM

LUNCH

PETER JACKSON - TE ĀTI AWA

HON. DAMIEN O’CONNOR

JACK A BOBO

ANNE JAQUIERY

CLARE WALL

TIM GREEN &
MERRYN NETTING

DAY ONE

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER
SPEAKER

TIME

SESSION

2:00 PM

Current and Emerging Disruptions to the Global Supply Chain

2:30 PM

Tips, Traps & Success Stories for Complying with Infant Nutrition Regulations

3:00 PM

Current and Emerging Food Safety Issues

3:30 PM

NETWORKING BREAK - Afternoon tea

4:00 PM

Facilitating the Development of the Infant Formula Industry China Nutrition and Health Food Association

4:30 PM

Key Trends and Effective Strategies

5:00 PM

DAY ONE - Close

DANIEL ONG

JENNY AWAD

PHIL BREMER

TRACY LI LIANGQIU

MAYA SHEHAYEB

GALA DINNER

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

6:30 PM

Pre-dinner drinks - Treaty of Waitangi: Signs of a Nation, Te Papa

7:30 PM

Dinner
Our Gala Dinner will be held in Te Marae, Te Papa

Te Marae embodies the spirit of bicultural partnership that lies at the
heart of New Zealand's National Museum, Te Papa and is based on the
idea that Te Papa is a forum for the nation.

Guest speaker BOB MAJOR
The China Baby-Milk Crisis: One Man’s Story

In 2008, Bob Major was Managing Director of Fonterra China, and
Deputy Chairman of Sanlu, the infant formula manufacturer at the
epicentre of the China Baby-Milk crisis in which a number of infants died
and many more were hospitalised. The cause was deliberate melamine
contamination of milk, and this contamination was found to be
widespread in China.
Bob will give some background to the crisis, the events that led to it
becoming public, and its impact.

DAY
ONE

DAY ONE
9:45 AM

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

NAVIGATING THE FUTURE OF FOOD
Guest speaker JACK A. BOBO

Mr Jack Bobo is the Director of Global Food and Water Policy at The Nature
Conservancy, Washington DC. He previously served as CEO of Futurity, a food
foresight company and is the author of the 2021 book ‘Why smart people make
bad food choices.’ Recognized by Scientific American in 2015 as one of the 100
most influential people in biotechnology, Jack is a global thought leader who has
delivered more than 500 speeches in 50 countries on the future of food. He
previously served as the Chief Communications Officer and Senior Vice President
for Global Policy and Government Affairs at Intrexon Corporation. Prior to joining
Intrexon Jack worked at the U.S. Department of State for thirteen years as a senior
advisor for global food policy. An attorney with a scientific background, Jack
received from Indiana University a J.D., M.S. in Environmental Science, B.S. in
biology and B.A. in psychology and chemistry.
Navigating the Future of Food
The next 30 years will determine the fate of the planet. This session will explore
the critical impact of food production and consumption on the planet--from
deforestation to water degradation--but also the essential role food plays in
creating a healthier, more sustainable future. It will examine the differences in how
consumers think about sustainability and how many farmers and food companies
view the term. By better understanding consumer psychology and behavior, we
can get ahead of trends, reshape our food environment and begin to reverse the
rising tide of obesity. If we are successful in changing the way we produce and
consume, agriculture just might save the planet.

11:00 AM

EARLY LIFE NUTRITION – CONTENT AND CONTEXT
Guest speaker DR ANNE JAQUIERY

Dr Anne Jaquiery is a Paediatrician in Rotorua and Senior Lecturer at the Liggins
Institute, University of Auckland. After graduating from the University of Otago,
she commenced paediatric training in Wellington. After working for a time in
Australia, including several years in Alice Springs where infant nutritional
rehabilitation formed a significant component of her work, she returned to NZ and
completed a PhD at the Liggins Institute. She has been based in Rotorua since
2006.
Early Life Nutrition – Content and Context
Early life nutrition is important in the short term for infant growth and development
and, in the longer term, as a contributor to later health outcomes. Considerable
effort has been made over recent decades to ensure that the nutrient content of
infant formula approximates that of breast milk as far as possible, while
acknowledging that the non-nutritive components of breast milk are less able to be
replicated. However, the act of feeding, whether in infants or adults, includes
more than just the nutrient content of the meal. This presentation explores the
interaction of social, sensory, hormonal and nutritional environmental factors that
surround infant feeding which also impact metabolic outcomes.

DAY ONE
11:30 AM

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT DIET IN THE EARLY YEARS?
EVIDENCE FROM THE GROWING UP IN NEW ZEALAND
LONGITUDINAL STUDY
Guest speaker PROFESSOR CLARE WALL

Professor Clare Wall is the Head of the Department of Nutrition and Dietetics at
the University of Auckland. After qualifying as a dietitian in the UK in 1984, she
specialised in paediatric dietetics, working in both the UK and Australia before
transitioning to a career in academia. Clare’s main research focus is the
interrelationship between the determinants of nutritional status and health
outcomes in the paediatric population. She is currently a collaborator on several
research programmes in pregnancy and early life, including Growing up in New
Zealand and a National Science Challenge funded project exploring the effect of
prebiotic complimentary foods on the microbiome composition in infants.
What do we know about diet in the early years? Evidence from the Growing up
in New Zealand Longitudinal study
The first 1000 days of life (preconception to the age of 2 y) is a critical window
for development and ensuring lifelong health. Growing up in New Zealand is a
longitudinal study which takes a life-course approach to enable an understanding
of the interactions between social and biological indicators of health and
well-being in New Zealand. Pregnant women (n=6,853) and their partners were
recruited into the study between 2009-2010. The cohort is representative of the
ethnic and socioeconomic diversity of New Zealand. Parental reports, dietary
behaviour and intake data, anthropometric assessments and child observations
have been collected at various data collection waves (antenatal, 9 months, 2, 4.5,
8 years and 12 years). Data will be presented from the cohort on antenatal
dietary intake, breastfeeding, infant feeding, and the longitudinal associations of
early feeding on child anthropometry.

12:00 PM

HIGHLIGHTS AND NEW INSIGHTS FROM THE 2021
AUSTRALIAN FEEDING INFANTS & TODDLERS STUDY
(OZFITS)
Guest speaker PROFESSOR TIM GREEN AND DR MERRYN NETTING

Dr Merryn Netting is an NHMRC Early Career (Health Practitioner) Fellow and an
experienced clinical paediatric dietitian. She is based at the South Australian
Health and Medical Research Institute and the Women’s and Children’s Hospital.
Dr Nettings research focuses on the influence of early life nutrition on long term
health, including development of food allergy.
Professor Tim Green is the Principal Nutritionist in the Women and Kids Theme at
the South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute. His research focuses
on micronutrients during the first 1000 days with studies conducted in Australia,
Canada and New Zealand as well as several low-income and middle-income
countries in South-East Asia, Africa, and the Pacific Islands.

DAY ONE

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

ABSTRACT

Highlights and New Insights from the 2021
Australian Feeding Infants & Toddlers Study (OzFITS)
The 2021 Australian Feeding Infants and Toddlers Study (OzFITS) was the first nationwide survey
of the feeding practices of children under 2y. This survey of over 1100 caregivers of young
children included a questionnaire and a 24-hour dietary record.
Nearly half of the infants were exclusively breastfed to 4 months, and there was a long duration
of breastfeeding, with 68% of infants breastfed to 6 months and 44% breastfed into their second
year. Nearly all infants were introduced to complementary foods at the appropriate time,
between 4 and 6 months.
We found a mismatch between the number of recommended servings from each food group in
the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the dietary intake of toddlers in our study. Toddlers
consumed twice as many fruit servings as recommended, and nearly all consumed discretionary
foods, despite no allowance for these foods. While most toddlers consumed the recommended
dairy serves, they consumed half the recommended serves for other food groups. The Australian
Dietary Guidelines do not include an allowance for breastmilk; this needs to be addressed as a
quarter of toddlers in OzFITS received 30% or more energy from breastmilk.
Infants and toddlers met their requirements for most nutrients. One exception was iron, where
90% of older infants and 25% of toddlers had inadequate iron intakes. The top 5 sources of iron
for infants were infant formula, iron-fortified cereals, breakfast cereals, bread, and meat.
Excessive sodium intake was also of concern, with 1 in 3 toddlers exceeding the upper limit of
1000 mg/day, the equivalent of 2.5 g of salt. The top five sources of sodium were bread and
rolls, cheese, cow’s milk, cereal-based mixed dishes, and processed meat.
We will finish our talk by identifying the gaps in the evidence and inconsistencies in current
dietary advice.

DAY ONE
2:00 PM

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

CURRENT AND EMERGING DISRUPTIONS TO THE GLOBAL
SUPPLY CHAIN
Guest speaker MR DANIEL ONG

Mr Daniel Ong joined Cargill in 2013 as the APAC Regional Strategic Sourcing
Manager with the focus on chemicals and energy. From there he then moved on to
be the Transformation Lead for the Cargill Global Edible Oil Solutions Malaysia
and Australia driving key business strategy and transformation agenda. He is now
the Commercial Director for Cargill Global Edible Oil Solutions Malaysia &
Australia with key accountabilities to develop & implement commercial strategy to
support business growth aspiration in this region. At the moment, he is also the
interim Managing Director for the business.
Mr Ong is based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. He is a specialist in vegetable oil
within the APAC food industry. Daniel has a Bachelor of Engineering (from the
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia; with nearly 20 years’ of diverse experience ranging
from plant operations, supply management and business transformation within the
oleochemical, food and beverage industry.
Current and Emerging Disruptions to the Global Supply Chain
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is in unprecedented times. Two years
after the peak of COVID-19, industries continue to adapt to unexpected
challenges, with ramifications at all stages of the food supply chain.
Current geopolitical issues have also posed challenges. The Ukraine-Russia war
has caused supply disruption of sunflower oil. The Indonesian government has
limited the export of palm products. Supply disruptions of key components of
important commodities and the added pressure of constraints to the global
logistics and transportation network.
The past two years proved the importance of strong supply chains and the need to
be agile and resilient during these unprecedented times.

2:30 PM

TIPS, TRAPS & SUCCESS STORIES FOR COMPLYING WITH INFANT
NUTRITION REGULATIONS
Guest speaker JENNY AWAD

Jenny Awad is one of the leading lawyers at FoodLegal, which is Australia’s
premier law firm specialising in the food industry. Jenny plays a leading role in
advising many international food businesses entering Australia and businesses
exporting from Australia, as well retailers and industry groups. Her work includes
advising on onboarding products into new markets and ensuring that all
regulatory requirements are met in relation to product specifications, labels,
marketing claims and other advertising.
Tips, Traps & Success Stories for Complying with Infant Nutrition Regulations
Jenny will guide us through the regulatory challenges and opportunities that exist
in product development and the marketing of infant nutrition products.

DAY ONE
3:00 PM

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

CURRENT AND EMERGING FOOD SAFETY ISSUES
Guest speaker PROFESSOR PHIL BREMER

Phil is a Professor at the University of Otago in the Department of Food Science,
where he lectures on product development, food microbiology, risk assessment
and food safety. Phil’s research interests include the tracking and controlling of
foodborne pathogens, understanding the role of micro-organisms in flavour
development and exploring consumer’s knowledge and perceptions of a range of
food and food safety related topics. Phil has published over 220 scientific papers.
He is the Chief Scientist of the New Zealand Food Safety Science Research Centre,
President of the New Zealand Institute of Food Science and Technology and a
former President of both the New Zealand Microbiological Society and the New
Zealand Association of Food Protection.
Current and Emerging Food Safety Issues
A general overview will be provided on potential emerging food safety risks
(described as emerging issues) and ongoing food safety issues associated with
infant formula. Topics covered will include the challenges posed by
well-recognised microbial pathogens such as Cronobacter species and Listeria
monocytogenes, as well as the risks and challenges posed by likely changes in EU
regulations on the maximum levels for chlorates and perchlorates. Phil will
introduce mineral oil aromatic hydrocarbons (MOAH), discuss how they can enter
the food chain and explain why their detection in infant formula is causing
concern. Phil will conclude by discussing challenges and risks posed by more
general contaminants such as microplastics, nanomaterials and bisphenol S.

4:00 PM

FACILITATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INFANT FORMULA
INDUSTRY - CHINA NUTRITION AND HEALTH FOOD ASSOCIATION
Guest speaker

TRACY LI LIANGQIU

Tracy Li Liangqiu is the Executive Vice President, China Nutrition and Health Food
Association (CNHFA) and was formally the project director of China Council for
the Promotion of International Trade Beijing Sub-council, the director of China
Center for Food and Drug International Exchange of China Food and Drug
Administration, and the Deputy Secretary General of China Nutrition and Health
Food Association. Tracy Li Liangqiu has long been engaged in the international
exchange and industrial cooperation of policies and regulations on food and drugs.
Facilitating the Development of the Infant Formula Industry - China Nutrition and
Health Food Association
China Nutrition and Health Food Association (CNHFA) led by Tracy Li is in a
unique position due to its close ties with both the China government and those key
industry players. Tracy will walk us through the 10 years of dynamic China infant
formula journey with the focus on regulation development, industry growth and
reshuffle. The series of steps taken by the industry around the new China infant
formula standards (new GBs), what are the specific registration requirements and
how is the industry tracking with the new GB formula registration. The work
carried out by CNHFA to facilitate the further development of the infant formula
industry, what is the work plan and what is the goal. Tracy will also share her
thoughts on what the future horizon may look like for the infant formula market in China.

DAY ONE
4:30 PM

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER

KEY TRENDS AND EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES
Guest speaker MAYA SHEHAYEB

Maya Shehayeb is the General Manager of Australasia at Euromonitor
International with more than 15 years of experience in market research and
consulting. She has supported businesses across wide-ranging industries, markets
and size in identifying where their growth potential lies.
She helps develop strategic recommendations for various FMCG and industrial
companies and prepares industry reports for commercial due diligence, trade and
economic development.
Key Trends and Effective Strategies.
As the global infant milk market faces many challenges, new opportunities emerge
driven by innovations in the space. Manufacturers and brand owners have to deal
with pull factors such as consumer price sensitivity, supply disruption, and
regulatory restrictions. There are also some push factors that they can leverage,
namely consumer eagerness for more sustainable, organic, functional nutrition,
and lactose free products. Those factors have encouraged the leading global
players to seek new strategies in terms of focusing on R&D and finding packaging
alternatives. With the impact of COVID, distribution channels have also seen a
shift from brick-and-mortar to e-commerce and other emerging channels, which
many businesses have discovered to be effective avenues to reach consumers,
promote their brands and sell their products. In this session, Euromonitor will take
you through the global performance journey of infant milk, the key trends
influencing this market, and the common strategies to stay abreast of these
conditions.
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TIME
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SPEAKER

7:30 AM 8:30 AM

BUNGE LODERS CROKLAAN NETWORKING BUFFET BREAKFAST

8:45 AM

Infant Formula Regulation in the United States

CARRIE ASSAR

9:15 AM

Bridging the Gap between Infant Formula & Breastfeeding Outcomes

KIRILL LAGUTIN

9:45 AM

Human Milk Oligosaccharides – Current Insights
and the Future

GEOFF CLEGHORN

10:15 AM

Multifunctionality of Bifidobacteria in Infant Health

JUNICHI MINAMI

10:45 AM

NETWORKING BREAK - Morning tea

11:15 AM

Toddler Milk Drinks (TMD) Literature Review:
Presentation of Findings

11:45 AM

Panel Discussion:
Supporting Informed Feeding Choices for
Infants and Toddlers

12:45 PM

LUNCH

1:45 PM

The Light at The End of the Tunnel

GLEN NEAL

2:30 PM

Closing Remarks

JAN CAREY

3:00 PM

FINAL NETWORKING – Afternoon tea

3:30 PM

CONFERENCE CLOSE

BEV MUHLHAUSLER

CHAIRED BY MICHAEL MORGAN PANEL
INCLUDES NICOLLE STUART,
ISIS MCKAY AND PETE WILSON

DAY TWO
8:45 AM

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER

INFANT FORMULA REGULATION IN THE UNITED STATES
Guest speaker DR. CARRIE ASSAR PHARM.D., M.SC

Dr. Carrie Assar joined the Infant Formula and Medical Foods Staff at the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration as the Team Leader in 2013 and also served as the Acting
Staff Director from June 2014 to April 2017. Dr. Assar received a B.S. in Food Science and
Human Nutrition and M.S. in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Florida. She worked at the
Institute of Medicine for several years as a Research Associate for Dietary Reference Intake publications
before pursuing her doctorate degree. Dr. Assar received her Pharm.D. from the University of Maryland,
Baltimore, graduating with honors. Prior to joining FDA, she worked in community and veterinary
pharmacy, and clinical research while also serving as a Clinical Associate Professor for University of
Maryland, Baltimore’s School of Pharmacy in their preceptor program.
Infant Formula Regulation in the United States
Infant formula is a food for use by infants that
simulates human milk or is suitable as a complete or
partial substitute for human milk. For infants who are
not fed human milk, infant formula serves as the sole
source, or the major source, of nutrition during
infancy, particularly during the first four to six months
of life. For infants who receive both human milk and
infant formula, the infant formula may serve as a
major source of supplemental nutrition.
These infants rely on the formula to provide proper
nourishment at a time of rapid physical growth and
mental development. In passing the 1980 Infant
Formula Act and its 1986 amendments, the United States

9:15 AM

Congress recognized infant formula as a
special category of food because there is no
margin for error in ensuring the healthy
growth and development of infants, and that it
requires more regulation than other types of
foods. This presentation will provide an
overview of the regulation of infant formula in
the United States, with an emphasis on the
Infant Formula Final Rule published in 2014. It
will also provide information about the recent
exercise of enforcement discretion to increase
infant formula supplies in the United States.

BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN INFANT FORMULA &
BREASTFEEDING OUTCOMES
Guest speaker DR KIRILL LAGUTIN

Dr Kirill Lagutin is a principal research scientist at the
NZ Government innovation agency - Callaghan
Innovation, which provides tailored R&D services to
create new product opportunities in the fields of
biotechnology, biological materials and bioprocessing.
For the last 15 year he was involved in a broad range
of commercial and scientific R&D projects studying
various beneficial lipids from the widest range of
sources, including dairy, plant, meat, seafood and
microbiorganisms. He is particularly interested in
developing advanced analytical techniques including
nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy, supercritical
fluid chromatography and chemometric, to tackle a
puzzling complexity of lipids from natural sources.
Dairy lipids became his natural point of interest in
New Zealand leading to in depth investigation of
lipids in human, cow, sheep, goat, buffalo, camel and
deer milk.

Bridging the Gap between
Infant Formula & Breastfeeding outcomes
The first months and years of life underpin
long-term health outcomes to a significant
degree. Infant nutrition plays a key role in this
process. Multiple reviews show the gap in
outcomes, both short and long-term, for breastfed
and formula-fed infants. The years of research
and innovation allowed the gap to be narrowed,
yet it still persists.
In this presentation, Kirill will discuss recent
developments showing the promise of bridging,
or further narrowing the gap, especially in the
human milk fat substitutes area. The unique
dynamic complexity of human milk lipids offers
several opportunities for the development of the
next generation of infant formulas.
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HUMAN MILK OLIGOSACCHARIDES –
CURRENT INSIGHTS AND THE FUTURE
Guest speaker EMERITUS PROFESSOR
GEOFF CLEGHORN, MD, MBBS, FRACP,FQA

Geoffrey Cleghorn is Deputy Head of the School of Medicine, Director
International of the School of Medicine and Professor of Paediatrics
Professor Cleghorn is a graduate of the University of Queensland Medical School
and undertook postgraduate training in paediatric gastroenterology at the
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto Canada. Following his training he entered
academic practice within University of Queensland at the Royal Children's
Hospital in Brisbane.
Professor Cleghorn has published more than 90 manuscripts and book chapters
and is a seasoned lecturer and public speaker on a number of infant related issues
including perinatal and paediatric nutrition.
Human Milk Oligosaccharides – Current Insights and the Future
Human milk is the gold standard for infant nutrition.
Human milk oligosaccharides (HMOs) are the third
most abundant component of human milk after
lactose and lipids, representing the largest
compositional gap between human milk and infant
formula. To date, more than 200 different HMO
structures have been identified which can be
categorized into 3 chemical structure classes –
fucosylated, neutral and sialylated. These
structurally diverse compounds have the potential to
provide a variety of benefits, such as selectively
stimulating the growth of beneficial bacteria in the
gut, providing anti-adhesion effects on pathogens,
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improving intestinal barrier function, as well as
supporting immune, digestive and brain health.
Recent scientific advances have made it possible to
produce human identical milk oligosaccharides for
inclusion in infant formula to help close the gap
between breastfed and formula-fed infants.
Emerging science from both human and preclinical
studies will be discussed to provide insights on the
unique functions of the three chemical structure
classes of HMOs and their potential to benefit infant
health and development outcomes, shedding light
on deciphering the complexity of HMOs in infant
nutrition.

MULTIFUNCTIONALITY OF BIFIDOBACTERIA
IN INFANT HEALTH
Guest speaker DR JUNICHI MINAMI, PH.D

Dr Junichi Minami joined Morinaga Milk in 2005 and working as a Senior
Research Scientist devoting his research activities to Human-Residential
Bifidobacteria (HRB). He is currently involved in science communication and
marketing activities related to the global B2B businesses of Morinaga's HRB
probiotics. Along with the research, he has authored 14 publications in
peer-reviewed journals. He was also involved in five applications for notification
of the Food with Functional Claim (FFC) in Japan.
Multifunctionality of Bifidobacteria in Infant Health
Bifidobacteria are the first colonizer in an infant's gut and are known to be highly
beneficial for infant development as well as future health in their whole life. Usage
of bifidobacteria has reported to lead in catching up on natural gut microbial
composition, and solutions to multiple health issues during infancy and childhood.
This presentation will go into the uniqueness and superiority of Human-Residential
Bifidobacteria (HRB) and their roles in driving maternal and infant wellbeing.
Dr Minami’s presentation is generously sponsored by
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TODDLER MILK DRINKS (TMD) LITERATURE REVIEW:
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS
Guest speaker ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
BEV MUHLHAUSLER BSC (HONS) PHD

A/Professor Bev Muhlhausler is the Research Director of the Nutrition and Health
Program in the Health and Biosecurity Unit in CSIRO. Bev joined CSIRO in
November 2018 after 12 years as an NHMRC Early Career and then Career
Development Award Fellow at the University of South Australia and University of
Adelaide.
Toddler Milk Drinks (TMD) Literature Review: Presentation of Findings
The effect of Toddler Milks on infant growth and nutritional status: A systematic
Review and Meta-analysis
Paige G. Brooker1*, Megan Rebuli1, Gemma Williams1, Beverly S. Muhlhausler1,2

Author affiliations
Health and Biosecurity, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO),
PO BOX 10041 Adelaide BC 5000, South Australia, Australia; 2School of Agriculture, Food and
Wine, The University of Adelaide, South Australia 5005, Australia
1

Background: Appropriate feeding of infants and young children is essential for healthy growth and
development. Toddler milks, or young child formulas (YCF), are nutritionally fortified milk-based
beverages specifically targeted at infants and toddlers between 1 – 3 years of age, however
existing reviews evaluating the effect of YCF on on infant growth and nutritional status have been
inconclusive.
Objective: This study aimed to undertake a contemporary and comprehensive systematic review
and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials conducted in healthy infants > 9 months that
investigated the effect of consuming a YCF (compared to cow’s milk or an unfortified comparator
formula) on growth and/or nutritional status.
Methods: Five electronic databases (PubMed, Web of Science, Scopus, ProQuest, Cochrane
Library) were searched for randomised controlled trials that had evaluated the effect of fortified
milk beverages/YCF (vs control milks) in young children (9-48 months) on measures of growth,
body composition, biochemical markers and/or nutritional status. Differences in means were
pooled using random-effects meta-analysis where ≥3 studies assessed a given outcome measure.
Results: Nineteen articles (12 studies) met the inclusion criteria. Fortified milk had a small but
significant effect on weight gain (mean difference (MD) = 0.14 kg [95% CI 0.06, 021], p=0.0003)
compared with control milks, which was present in studies conducted in developing countries and
with intervention periods > 6 months in sub-group analyses. There were no significant effects on
other anthropometric measures. Changes in haemoglobin (mean difference = 3.76 g/L [95% CI
0.17, 7.34], p=0.04) and serum ferritin (mean difference = 0.01 nmol/L [95% CI 0.00, 0.02],
p=0.02) concentrations favoured the fortified milk groups. There was considerable heterogeneity
between studies for most outcome measures, and overall study quality was moderate-poor.
Conclusion: Fortified milk beverages appear to offer a safe and acceptable source of
complementary nutrition as a short-term strategy for addressing nutritional deficits and may
modestly promote weight gain in vulnerable populations and when provided for periods > 6
months. Further studies are needed to understand whether there are any unwanted consequences
associated with the longer-term use of these products in otherwise healthy infants, so that more
tailored education can be provided.
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PANEL DISCUSSION: SUPPORTING INFORMED FEEDING
CHOICES FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS
Panel Chair MICHAEL MORGAN
Michael Morgan is a Managing Partner of Northstar Public Affairs.
Michael Morgan marries extensive experience in corporate communications, with political and
bureaucratic processes at a federal and state level. He has advised the leaders of buy-side consortia on
most of the high-profile asset sales in recent years. He has worked with a range of ASX-50 corporations,
peak bodies, industry groups, government businesses and agencies to address their communications challenges.

PANEL
Panel NICOLLE STUART
Nicolle Stuart is a mother to two small humans. With over 13 years’ experience
working in the media industry, she regularly writes about the highs and lows of
pregnancy and parenting.
As part of the panel, Nicolle will be discussing her own experience with formula
feeding both of her children and how that has shaped her experience of
motherhood. As well as some key insights she discovered during the course of a
recent article where she asked over 100 other parents to share their experience with
formula feeding.

Panel ISIS MCKAY
Isis McKay is the General Manager at Women’s Health Action. She has spent the
last 14 years in various roles primarily focusing on the area of maternal and child
health. Isis has background in public health and health promotion and enjoys
challenging mainstream definitions of success and health. Isis has led and supported
the development of whānau-centred public health strategies, policies, and
campaigns. As a mum of three young children, she is immersed in the realities of
parenting and understand the joys and challenges faced by parents and caregivers.
Isis will explore the perception of ‘choice’ in the context of infant feeding. She will
provide a critical perspective on infant formula marketing and discuss the important
distinction between advertising and marketing, and information. She will look at
how this intersects with formula industries representation of consumer "choice".

Panel PETE WILSON
Pete Wilson is the Principal at Pragmatic Research and Advisory Services
Pete Wilson has been studying the thoughts, feelings and behaviour of Australians
for over 25 years. From farmers to government ministers; retirees and university
students; community leaders and captains of industry; mums, dads and their kids;
moviegoers, sports lovers and culture vultures.
Pete’s research projects have ranged from large-scale tracking studies and market
segmentation to issues-based qualitative studies, stakeholder perceptions research
and communications strategies
Based on a comprehensive social research study into the attitudes and behaviours of
Australian and New Zealand parents, Pete will explore the day-to-day pressures
parents experience around feeding infants and toddlers, the information sources they
access and trust, and their perceptions and use of infant formula and toddler milk drinks.
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THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL
Guest speaker GLEN NEAL
Glen Neal is the General Manager, Risk Management and
Intelligence at Food Standards Australia New Zealand
Glen Neal is responsible for the risk management and intelligence functions associated with developing
food standards. This includes labelling, contaminants, composition, additives and foods requiring
preapproval such as novel foods, public health nutrition standards, and the economics and social science
inputs to standards development.
Glen’s background is in public health; he has held a range of leadership positions within New Zealand’s
central government food and biosecurity authorities, such as Ministry for Primary Industries, and project
managed the establishment of the New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZSFA).
The Light at The End of the Tunnel
Proposal P1028 Infant Formula has brought out both the very best and the very worst in the Australia New
Zealand food regulatory system. The proposal began in 2013 with objectives to ensure that infant formula
products are safe and suitable while also taking account of market developments, changes in the
international regulatory context, and revised Australian and New Zealand policy guidance.
Our review of infant formula regulations has aligned as closely as possible with the both priority objectives
of the FSANZ Act as well as the Ministerial policy guidance. Robust processes that are informed by the best
available scientific evidence, fully consultative, and transparent have been employed in reaching what are
arguably appropriate conclusions, and strong testimony to the strengths of our food regulatory system. Yet
despite this, our progress on P1028 has met strong headwinds created by the stakeholder groups having
diametrically opposed views, not only on specific issues covered in the Proposal, but on the fundamental
role of infant formula products in supporting early childhood nutrition. The three main stakeholder groups
– public health advocates, jurisdictions, and industry – not only have opposing views across numerous
issues but have had little or no willingness to find a middle ground. Against a backdrop of the current
products being essentially safe and contentious issues where scientific evidence is difficult if not unethical to
gather, we have what can only be described as a clash of at best ideology and, at worst, dogma. Hence
there is an environment that is hostile to agreement and a challenge to navigate, and has revealed the
worst shortcomings of the regulatory system - its vulnerability to being bogged down by the entrenched
views of key stakeholders.
FSANZ is committed to achieving the best outcome for P1028, reflecting the main views of our important
stakeholders. This talk will summarise the key issues that we have encountered through P1028, provide
insight on the origins of stakeholder concerns, and considerations leading to the finalisation of the
proposal.
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