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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the Infant Nutrition Council Board
I would like to welcome delegates to our second
Infant Nutrition — Feeding the Future conference
in the beautiful city of Auckland. I would
particularly like to extend a warm welcome to our
invited guests, both from overseas and nationally
some who have travelled long distances to
attend our conference. Please do take the
time to introduce yourself and make them feel
especially welcomed.

Our thanks to —

The Infant Nutrition Council (INC) is the peak organisation for
the infant formula and toddler milk industry in New Zealand
and Australia. INC’s purpose is to promote breast feeding
and the appropriate use of scientifically developed formula
products when breast feeding is not possible. INC represents
manufacturers, marketers and suppliers who together are
responsible for over 95% of the volume of infant formula
and toddler milk products made and sold in Australia and
New Zealand.

Dinner Sponsor; GrainCorp

The Infant Nutrition Council is committed to working in partnership
with government, regulatory authorities, health care professionals
and breastfeeding advocates, to improve the health and
wellbeing of infants in Australia and New Zealand. It is through
many of these partnerships that we have developed the
conference program.
We are extremely grateful to all our sponsors for their generosity in
helping to make this conference a reality. Without them we would
not be able to support our international speakers or build such an
interesting program.

Principal Sponsor;
Peerless Foods,
Major Sponsors;
Abbott Nutrition,
DSM Nutritional Products,
FrieslandCampina Domo, King Pre-Biotics,
Quantum High-Tech
General Sponsors; Advanced Lipids AB, Cargill,
Jamestrong Packaging, Winston Nutritional

Breakfast Sponsor; Brenntag
Thanks also to the planning committees for putting
together a program that covers all the key issues for our
industr y from research, trade, innovation and business
management. A special thanks to our CEO, Jan Carey
and her assistant, Emma Goodwin for their enthusiasm
and hard work to ensure that it has all come together.
Most of all I hope you enjoy the next couple of days,
acquire new information and make new contacts.
Happy networking

Hamish Reid
Board Chair

CEO’S MESSAGE
Since the last Feeding the Future Conference the
Infant Nutrition Council has grown and is evolving
to meet the needs of our members as they
embrace the broader remit of Early Life Nutrition.
There is a increasing body of evidence that the
First 1,000 Days of Life provides a critical window
of opportunity to positively influence lifelong
health. The right nutrition from pre-conception,
pregnancy, infancy and through to toddlerhood,
can have a profound impact on a child’s
development and long-term health.
The Infant Nutrition Council was formed to support the
provision of the best possible nutrition for growing infants;
breastmilk first or if that is not possible the only suitable
alternative, infant formula. From Februar y 2017, the
scope of INC has expanded to include toddler milk drinks
up to 3 years of age. By 2020 it is envisioned that the INC
scope will also include all aspects of Early Life Nutrition.
Our conference topics reflect this expanded scope as
well as the other issues of importance to the infant and
young child nutrition industr y. This year we are pleased
to also offer a breakfast workshop on the impact of
technology on food regulation, trade displays, poster

presentations and a terrific
networking opportunity
through our conference
dinner.
We are ver y grateful for
the support given to us
by our government and
researcher stakeholders
who will be chairing
the sessions and introducing the speakers.
It is through these collaborative partnerships that we
are able to ensure the safety and quality of our products.
There is much we know but there is much more to learn.
We hope you get a lot out of our second Feeding the
Future conference and leave with a renewed enthusiasm
for the infant and young child nutrition industr y.
I wish you the ver y best.

Jan Carey
CEO

BREASTFEEDING PROVIDES BABIES WITH THE BEST NUTRITION AND IS PREFERRED WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR
Peerless Foods, Australia’s largest privately owned
manufacturer of premium edible oils, with more than
60 years experience in complex fats & oils production
are proud to introduce you to Nutri-Blend, the trusted
complex oil brand for infant and adult nutrition.
With world class Processing, Laborator y and Quality
Accredited systems we have unparalleled refining
technology to deliver complex oil blends that meet
the strict fatty acid compositions essential for infant
and adult nutrition.
Our acclaimed PhD Oil Scientists provide fast NPD
and customization turnaround whilst our flexible
operational capabilities ensure seamless customer
service to meet your just in time needs.
With global supply capability to mitigate supply risk
and provide full traceability, our Commodities team
is experienced in sourcing exotic oils and supplies of
both Palm and Coconut oils that have low 3-MCPD
levels prior to processing.
With an advanced understanding of complex oil
blends, Peerless Foods are the oil blend experts for
Infant Formula and Adult nutrition customers.
For further information contact Stewart Baird;
Email: sbaird@peerlessfoods.com.au
Mobile:+61 419 621 055 or Toll Free: 1800 986 499
Visit our website www.peerlessfoods.com.au for
more information

MAJOR SPONSORS

Created in 1903, Abbott’s nutrition business is a division of
Abbott, the global healthcare company. Every day, our team
of passionate scientists and experts works hard to discover
and develop nutrition products that better life for people
of all ages. As a leader in nutrition science, research and
development, our goal is to deliver nutrition products and
education that meet the changing needs of families across
the world. We make products to help babies and children
grow, that work to keep bodies strong, and that support the
unique nutritional and therapeutic needs of adults. Nutrition
is the foundation to healthy living and at Abbott Nutrition,
we provide resources to help people live their best life.
www.abbottnutrition.com

The first 1,000 days between the onset of a woman’s
pregnancy and her child’s second birthday offer a
unique window of opportunity for nutrition to shape healthier
futures. DSM’s tailored nutrients can support infants and
toddlers to grow to their full potential. DSM’s broad portfolio
of innovative, high-quality and safe nutrients, combined with
our consumer insights, market knowledge and application
expertise, can help your maternal, infants and toddlers
health positioned products attract more consumers.
We are the only integrated premix, vitamin and nutraceutical
manufacturer capable of creating and delivering tailor
made formulations to you anywhere. Blend in our extensive
scientific expertise, technical know-how, global presence
and total quality assurance for your peace of-mind.
www.dsm.com

King-Prebiotics Biotechnology is a worldwide manufacturer
and solution provider of GOS, Fructo-oligosaccharides (FOS)
and Isomaltooligosaccharide (IMO). With over 30 years of
experience in sugar production and research, King-Prebiotics
is honored to be awarded the “Supplier of the Year ” by one
of the multinational infant-formula corporations and “Winner
of Best Dairy Ingredient” in “World Dairy Innovation Award” in
2016. Our recent study demonstrates King-Prebiotics® GOS
may offer solutions in neurological disorders.
www.nfbc.com.cn

FrieslandCampina Domo is part of FrieslandCampina
Ingredients and a leading worldwide producer of a wide
range of high-quality ingredients, base powders and total
formulas for the infant nutrition markets.
With more than 75 years of experience in infant and
toddler nutrition we are the partner you can depend on.
As a subsidiary of FrieslandCampina we have control of
the entire production chain from ‘cow to can’. Consistent
high quality is guaranteed from the very outset. All this
translates into a product that meets the requirements set
by you and your customers. Our latest innovative ingredients
for the next generation of infant formula include Human
Milk Oligosaccharides, Organic galacto-oligosaccharides
(GOS) and optimized proteins. Optimized proteins are
based upon balanced whey proteins, making it possible
to formulate on the lowest protein level as allowed by
regulation. The product range further consists of whey
protein concentrates, demineralised whey products, GOS,
lactose, hydrolysates and encapsulated nutritional oils.
www.frieslandcampinaingredients.com
www.domo.nl

Quantum Hi-Tech (China) Biological Co., Ltd. (QHT),
established in 2000, is a hi-tech enterprise specializing in
prebiotic fibre research and development, production and
sales. QHT is the drafter of the Chinese national standards
of FOS and GOS and the developer of 6 national standard
samples of FOS. In 2010, QHT was listed on the Shenzhen
Stock Exchange, quickly developed into a leading brand
and benchmarking enterprise in the microbiota health
industry. As prebiotics are a key ingredient in infant formula,
QHT has started the “Sugar Mommy Project”, a breast milk
database project to analyse the patterns of human milk
oligosaccharide (HMOs) composition from Chinese mothers
of different demographics.
www.en.qht.cc

GENERAL SPONSORS

www.cargill.com.au

www.winstonnutritional.co.nz

DINNER SPONSOR

www.graincorp.com.au

www.jamestrong.com

www.advancedlipids.com

BREAKFAST SPONSOR

www.brenntag.com

WELCOME TO NEW ZEALAND

Nga- ti Wha- tua O ra- kei has had a presence in the Ta- maki Isthmus for 400 years. The tribe migrated from the northern
reaches of the North Island to the Auckland area via the west coast. After conquering the then occupants of the land,
Nga- ti Wha- tua were quick to see the benefit of occupying the fertile soils of the isthmus. The continued occupation
was key to securing Nga- ti Wha- tua O ra- kei as Ahi Kaa (Keepers of the Fire (land)). Since then Nga- ti Wha- tua O ra- kei have
formed relationships with other iwi and this practice of hono still continues today.
Nga- ti Wha- tua’s reach extends from the central Auckland area up to the Br ynderwyn Hills in the north. The Kaipara
Harbour on the west coast and the Waitemata- Harbour on the east coast also come under the tribes’ domain.
Ngati Wha- tua O ra- kei have seen first-hand the issues facing an indigenous people who have been made to live with
the countr y ’s largest city at their doorstep. The tribe has worked hard to maintain a presence in Auckland and the
future for the people is looking better because of the teachings from our past.
The Nga- ti Wha- tua O ra- kei, an Auckland Maori tribe will perform a Powhiri. A Powhiri is a traditional Maori ceremony
which will welcome visitors to Auckland and delegates to the conference.

SESSION CHAIRS AND SPEAKERS
SESSION 1: EARLY LIFE NUTRITION — WITH A FOCUS ON THE
PRETERM INFANT
CHAIR: PROFESSOR PETER SW DAVIES
DIRECTOR, CHILDREN’S NUTRITION RESEARCH CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSL AND
& CHAIR OF THE EARLY LIFE NUTRITION COALITION
Peter Davies holds a Professorial Fellowship in Children’s Health Research Centre within the University of
Queensland and is the Director of the Children’s Nutrition Research Centre (CNRC).
He has published over 450 articles and papers in the field of nutrition, growth, energy metabolism and
body composition in both health and disease in infants and children over a number of years.
He is a past member of the NHMRC Dietary Guidelines Working Committee and the NHMRC Infant Feeding Committee and he
also a member of the Food Standards Australia New Zealand, Infant and Young Child Scientific Advisory Group. He was made
a Fellow of the Nutrition Society of Australia in 2015.
Professor Davies is the Chair of the Early Life Nutrition Coalition which is an affiliation of professional, academic, advocacy,
corporate and healthcare groups working collaboratively to promote and communicate the importance of Early Life Nutrition
as a long-term preventative health measure.

DR JANE ALSWEILER
DEPARTMENT OF PAEDIATRICS, CHILD AND YOUTH HEALTH, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
LIGGINS INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
MBCHB, FRACP, PHD
Jane Alsweiler trained as a neonatal paediatrician in New Zealand and the United Kingdom and
completed her PhD in paediatrics at the University of Auckland. Dr Alsweiler was appointed as a
senior lecturer in the Dept. of Paediatrics: Child and Youth Health in 2009. She also has an honorary
appointment at the Liggins Institute and works clinically as a neonatal paediatrician in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Auckland City Hospital. She has previously been the chairperson of the Interdisciplinary Maternal Perinatal
Australasian Clinical Trials (IMPACT) Network. Her current research interests focus on neonatal glucose homeostasis and growth,
including long-term consequences of hypo- and hyperglycaemia, and consequences of perinatal care, including probiotics
and antenatal treatments. She is the leader of the clinical trials team of the LiFePATH research group at the Liggins Institute.

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR JANE E HARDING
UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
ONZM MBCHB DPHIL FRACP FRSNZ
Jane Harding is a University Distinguished Professor, and a researcher in the LiFEPATH research group of
the University ’s Liggins Institute. Her training included a medical degree at the University of Auckland,
a D Phil at the University of Oxford, and a postdoctoral Fogarty Fellowship at the University of California
at San Francisco.
Professor Harding has undertaken teaching and research at the University of Auckland for much of her career. Her on-going
research concerns the role of nutrition and growth factors in the regulation of growth before and after birth, the long-term
consequences of treatments given around the time of birth, and the regulation and significance of neonatal glycaemia.
She is a paediatrician and practised as specialist neonatologist caring for newborn babies at National Women’s Hospital,
and has recently stepped down from her role as Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), with overall responsibility for the
University ’s research activities.
She was awarded the Howard Williams Medal by the Royal Australasian College of Physicians in 2014 for her outstanding
contribution to Paediatrics and Child Health. In 2016, she was awarded the Beaven Medal by the Health Research Council
of New Zealand for excellence in translational health research.

SESSION 2: EMERGING TRENDS IN
NUTRITION RESEARCH
CHAIR: DR CAROLINE MCELNAY
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH, MINISTRY OF HEALTH (NZ)
Dr Caroline McElnay is the Director of Public Health at the Ministry of Health, New Zealand. She started
this role in March 2017 having previously worked at the Hawke’s Bay District Health Board as Director of
Population Health and Medical officer of Health. She is a public health physician and has worked in the
UK, the Pacific and in NZ.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ANNE-LOUISE HEATH
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN NUTRITION, UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO
Associate Professor Anne-Louise Heath has a PhD from the University of Otago, held a Health Research
Council Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Institute of Food Research, UK, and is now based in the
Department of Human Nutrition at the University of Otago.
She is particularly interested in iron nutrition, infant nutrition, and using diet to improve nutritional status
— Baby-Led Weaning is a fascinating mix of all three. Associate Professor Heath is Co-Principal Investigator for the Baby-Led
Introduction to Solids (BLISS) study, the first randomised controlled trial internationally to investigate the potential health benefits,
and risks, of a baby-led approach to infant complementary feeding; and co-author of several papers on Baby-Led Weaning.
Her work in this area with colleagues was recently published in JAMA Paediatrics (the highest ranked paediatric journal in the
world), featured an editorial, and received media attention worldwide.
She is a member of the Editorial Board of the British Journal of Nutrition, and of the Steering Group for Microbiome Otago,
and is also a member of the American Society of Nutrition, the Nutrition Society (of Britain), and the Nutrition Society of
New Zealand.

PAULA SMITH-BROWN
RESEARCH FELLOW, CHILD HEALTH RESEARCH CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSL AND
Paula Smith-Brown is an Accredited Practicing Dietitian with a specialist interest in young
child nutrition. She recently submitted her PhD at the Children’s Nutrition Research Centre,
the University of Queensland. Her research focuses on the relationship between early life
nutrition and lifelong immuno-metabolism as mediated by the gut microbiota. She is currently
working as chief investigator on the Eating, Growing and Gut Bacteria research study. She was awarded the
2016 Yogurt in Nutrition Initiative grant and 2017 Nestle Nutrition Institute Asia-Pacific Young Researcher Award.

SESSION 3: THE BUSINESS OF BUSINESS
CHAIR: DR HELEN DARLING
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ASIA PACIFIC CENTRE FOR FOOD INTEGRITY
Dr Helen Darling completed a PhD in Public Health at the Dunedin School of Medicine, University of
Otago. That provided a platform for the founding of a company to establish the provenance of food
and other natural products. Most recently, she founded the Asia Pacific Centre for Food Integrity which
works across the supply chain to lift knowledge around food integrity, supports exporters to get safe food
to market (safely) and works with exporters and importers. That work is primarily undertaken in New Zealand and China. Helen is
also involved in an early stage food safety technology start-up. Helen holds governance positions on a Crown Research Institute
(the Institute of Environmental Science and Research (ESR)), is on an expert committee for the United States Pharmacopoeial
Convention (USP) for food ingredients and on a USP expert panel for food fraud.

DR ANNA CAMPBELL
MANAGING DIRECTOR, ABACUSBIO LTD
Anna has a strong scientific background from which she has transitioned into business leadership and
governance. She is now Managing Director of AbacusBio, an agri-technology company where she leads a
team of over 30 specialised consultants and several graduate students.
Anna has significant international experience, having worked in Asia, Australia and New Zealand with
companies and research organisations to implement technology programmes. She is also a Director of Otago Innovation
Limited, the commercial arm of the University of Otago and an agri-technology advisor to Powerhouse Ventures Ltd.

ZIENA JALIL
PARTNER, SENATESHJ
Ziena Jalil is a Partner at Australasian communications and public affairs consultancy SenateSHJ, based
in Auckland. An award-winning business development and reputation management strategist, she has
supported New Zealand’s leading businesses grow their reputation and revenue.
Before joining SenateSHJ in 2016, Ziena spent 10 years in Asia, as Regional Director — South & South-East
Asia for Education New Zealand (ENZ), New Zealand Trade Commissioner to Singapore, and Head of North Asia Marketing and
Communications for New Zealand Trade and Enterprise. Through these and other roles, she has developed considerable issues
and crisis management experience including managing media and communications for several food safety issues.
Ziena has received the Public Affairs Asia Gold Standard for Country/Trade Promotion twice and several other international awards
for her work promoting New Zealand trade, investment and education in Asia.
She is an Advisory Board Member for New Zealand Asian Leaders; an Established Member of SUPERdiverse WOMEN;
and a Member of the New Zealand Institute of Directors.

DETECTIVE INSPECTOR PAUL BORRELL
DISTRICT MANAGER, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS, NEW ZEAL AND POLICE
Paul has 30 year’s police service with 25 years being within investigative roles.
Since March 2014, Paul has held the role of District Manager, Criminal Investigations within Tasman Police
District which extends from Kaikoura in the East, across the very top of the South Island to the West Coast
as far South as Haast. Prior to this role, Paul held the lead Investigative Training Manager role (Detective
Inspector) at the Royal New Zealand Police College. He also held various local Area CIB Manager (Detective Senior Sergeant)
roles at both Wellington City and the Hutt Valley from 2007 to 2013.
Paul has led a number of high profile investigations including homicide as well as holding numerous and varying roles in many
other investigations. He considers it an absolute privilege and honour to provide a voice for victims and their families affected
by crime that assists them to attain justice.
Prior to joining Police in 1986, Paul worked for NZCDC (now Fonterra) for 10 years at cheese manufacturing plants situated
at Komakorau, Kerepehi and finally Waitoa where he attained a Shift Production Manager (First Assistant) role.
Paul found the success of Operation Concord particularly rewarding and satisfying given his very fond work memories
and connections to the NZ Dairy Industry.

SESSION 4: OILS AND LIPIDS
CHAIR: GLEN NEAL
GENERAL MANAGER, FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEAL AND
Glen has 25 years’ involvement with food safety and has been General Manager at FSANZ since
August 2015.
His role overseas the agency ’s finances plus the development of public health, nutrition, product safety
and labelling standards for Australia and New Zealand. This includes responsibility for current proposals to
update infant formula standards.
For 15 years prior to joining FSANZ, Glen held food and biosecurity regulatory management roles at the New Zealand
food regulatory agency — the Ministry for Primary Industries (and its predecessor entities).

PROFESSOR BARBARA J MEYER
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, FACULTY OF SCIENCE, MEDICINE AND HEALTH,
UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG
After studying Biochemistry at Monash University in Australia, Barbara Meyer undertook her PhD at the
Baker Medical Research Institute in Melbourne, Victoria. Barbara’s first academic appointment was in the
Department of Biomedical Science at the University of Wollongong in 1992 and is now Professor in the
School of Medicine. Her current research is in the field of lipid and fatty acid metabolism; notably the role
of omega-3 fatty acids in health and disease including mental health and complicated pregnancies.

DR JAN KUHLMANN
TEAM LEADER SGS GROUP, HAMBURG
Jan Kuhlmann is the leader of the chromatographic department at SGS multilab Hamburg, Germany.
After studying chemistry at the University of Hamburg, Germany he earned his PhD in the area of method
development and field application for the determination of environmental trace contaminants. In 2006,
he started at SGS/Institute Fresenius in Berlin in the department for pesticide residue analysis. Later in 2009 he took up the
position as leader of the chromatographic department at SGS in Hamburg.
Since being with SGS he is involved in method development for analysis of organic trace contaminants in foods and feeds.
He’s the author of two publications by the DGF and AOCS validated analytical applications for the determination of MCPD
and glycidyl esters.
These methods became also ISO standards. Jan Kuhlmann has released some publications in his field of expertise and
presents frequently on new perspectives of food contaminant occurrence and analysis on international conferences. In this
context, he is member of several scientific societies, committees, expert panels and working groups for food science/analysis/
contaminants (AOAC, AOCS, BfR, BLL, DGF, DIN/ISO, FEI, ILSI).

SESSION 5: IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY
ON FOOD REGULATION
CHRIS PRESTON
DIRECTOR LEGAL & REGUL ATORY AFFAIRS, AUSTRALIAN FOOD AND GROCERY COUNCIL
Christopher Preston joined the Australian Food and Grocery Council in July 2013 as Director, Legal and
Regulatory. Best known as Principal of the specialist FMCG firm Legal Finesse, for 15 years Chris provided
legal advice and services to manufacturers and brand owners regarding regimes governing food,
beverages, cosmetics, OTC pharmaceuticals and general consumer goods. Previously he was Principal Legal Adviser to what
is now FSANZ, drafting Australia’s food standards for 7 years, and as a legal adviser to the Attorney-General’s Department he
worked in fair trading law and policy in areas such as consumer warranties, product liability and product safety.

SESSION 6: TRADE AND EXPORT
CHAIR: TIM KNOX
DIRECTOR MARKET ACCESS, POLICY & TRADE BRANCH —
MINISTRY FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, NZ
The New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) leads New Zealand’s primary production, biosecurity
and food safety systems. As Director Market Access, Tim is responsible for MPIs interactions with our trading
partners’ competent authorities regarding Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) arrangements and other
technical conditions (e.g. halal) for trade in primary products and food.
Tim leads MPI’s Wellington-based team focussed on maintaining and improving access to international markets. Tim is also
responsible for overseeing MPI’s off-shore footprint, which includes MPI staff located in all key markets and regions of the world.
Tim recently completed a six-month posting in Beijing, China where he led MPI’s China team and continued to strengthen key
relationships with our Chinese counter-parts.

MR JIANG DEYUAN
PRESIDENT, CHINA FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION INSTITUTE OF EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT
Mr. Jiang Deyuan is the president of China Food and Drug Institute of Executive Development (CFDAIED),
professor and recipient of State Council special allowance. He graduated from West China University of
Medical Sciences in 1984 and then served as lecturer at Beijing Medical University. During his over 30
years’ service in food and drug regulation area, he was in charge of drawing up national plan of food
and drug safety, emergency response of major food and drug safety incidents and personnel capacity building. He served as
president of the China Food and Drug Institute of Executive Development (CFDAIED) since 2009. In 2015, he was appointed as
Chair of National Steering Committee of Food and Drug Vocational Education by Ministry of Education.

PIER SMULDERS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR NEW ZEAL AND, ALIBABA GROUP
Pier Smulders is Business Development Director New Zealand at Alibaba. As part of the International
Business Team, he works across Alibaba Group’s e-commerce ecosystem. His specific role is focused on
building the business in New Zealand.
Previously he was Chief Executive of Christchurch-based Star Media, a diversified New Zealand media group involved in
regional newspapers; local and national magazines; regional television broadcasting and the production of major events.
Pier is a Dutch and New Zealand national who grew up in Asia and Europe and moved to New Zealand in 2004 after working
in various roles in Asia, Europe and the USA. He holds a BA from Brown University and an MBA from Harvard Business School.

BRENT MOORE
AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER, SHANGHAI
Brent Moore has been a Trade Commissioner in the Australian Consulate-General Shanghai since
February 2014. He leads the China food, beverage, consumer and e-commerce team, working closely
with distributors and e-commerce companies to provide commercial insight and business matching
services for Australian SMEs and ASX-listed companies. Brent is the lead author of popular Austrade
publication e-Commerce in China: a Guide for Australian Business and is a regular speaker on doing business in China.
His insights have appeared in The Australian, Australian Financial Review and ABC Radio.
Prior his posting, Brent was Executive Officer for East Asian Growth Markets in Austrade’s Sydney headquarters. He was formerly
a trade policy officer in Canberra and Beijing for the Department of Agriculture, covering multilateral and trade negotiation,
including the China-Australia Free Trade Agreement and the WTO Sanitary and Phytosanitary Committee. In the private sector,
Brent has lead trade sustainability consulting projects in Libya and Peru for the European Commission.
Brent is a Mandarin speaker and has lived and studied in China for more than eight years. He has degrees in Commerce
and Arts (Chinese) from Deakin University and studied on exchange at Nanjing Normal University and the Ocean University of
Qingdao. Brent is completing his Master ’s Degree in International Business and Law at the University of Sydney. He is from Bright
in North-East Victoria.

SESSION 7: INNOVATION AND INFORMATION
CHAIR: JANINE LEWIS
PRINCIPAL NUTRITIONIST, PUBLIC HEALTH NUTRITION STANDARDS,
FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEAL AND
Ms Janine Lewis is Principal Nutritionist at Food Standards Australia New Zealand. She leads a team
responsible for risk management of nutrition-related food regulation. Janine is a highly experienced food
regulator whose career in national and international regulation spans 25 years. Her major projects include
mandatory and voluntary fortification with vitamins and minerals; foods for special dietary use such as
infant formula and medical foods; nutrition labelling; and nutrient composition databases.
Ten years ago, Janine under took a secondment to the World Health Organization in Geneva to assist WHO and FAO start on
a new approach for the provision of scientific nutritional advice to Member States and Codex Alimentarius. This later became
the Joint Expert Meeting on Nutrition (or JEMNU).
Last year, Janine stepped down from leading the Australian delegation to the Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for
Special Dietary Uses after 18 years. During her tenure, Australia led two major projects that developed nutritional risk analysis
principles for the committee’s work and reviewed the general labelling nutrient reference values.

BASIL MATHIOUDAKIS
CONSULTANT, FOOD LEGISL ATION AND NUTRITION
Mr Mathioudakis has a scientific background having studied first Biochemistry (BSc) and then
Human Nutrition (MSc) at the University of London.
He joined the European Commission (European Union) in 1982. After 33 years of service he retired at the
end of February 2015. During the whole of his career Mr Mathioudakis has worked on food legislation and nutrition covering a
variety of dossiers including foods for infants and young children, foods for special medical purposes, foods for weight control,
food supplements, nutrition labelling, addition of vitamins and minerals to foods, food information for consumers and nutrition
and health claims. In 2004, he became Head of the Unit responsible for these subjects in the Directorate-General for Health
and Consumers. He chaired the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, Section General Food Law, which
votes or is consulted on all relevant implementing legal measures, such as the authorisation or not of the nutrition and health
claims, the specific composition and labelling of foods for the above specific groups.
At international level, Mr Mathioudakis was actively involved in the work of the Codex Alimentarius Committees on Nutrition
and Foods for Special Dietary Uses (CCNFSDU) and on Food Labelling (CCFL) since 1982 and of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission. He was the Head of the Delegation of the European Union to those Committees for 30 years and contributed
substantially to the elaboration, negotiation and adoption of all the Codex Standards, Guidelines, Principles and other
Codex texts emanating from those Committees.
He followed the relevant work of the World Health Organisation and the Food and Agriculture Organisation.
He has followed closely the work of the scientific advisory bodies, in particular that of the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) in the area of Nutrition in general and in particular on the subjects for which his unit was responsible and of its
predecessor, the Working Group on Nutrition and Dietetic Foods of the Scientific Committee for Food of the European
Commission (1982-1997).
As a consultant, since he retired, Mr Mathioudakis has used his knowledge and experience in training programs
for government officials in the ASEAN countries, India, Sri Lanka and others, funded by the European Commission,
in China, funded by the World Health Organisation, in the Gulf States, funded by the GSO and for advising private
stakeholders worldwide.

MICHAEL BARRY
DIRECTOR, REGUL ATORY POLICY & INTELLIGENCE, ABBOTT NUTRITION & PRESIDENT OF
INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DIETARY FOODS INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION (ISDI)
Michael is the Director of Regulatory Policy and Intelligence for Abbott Nutrition, the global leader in
science-based nutrition for every stage of life. Prior to this Michael represented the Irish Dairy Industry;
spearheading industry initiatives including its evolution from EU milk quotas to Ireland’s leadership in
independently audited sustainable dairying, the development of the national dairy processing innovation centre and other
public-private initiatives.
Michael is the current President of ISDI, the international association that represents the special dietary food industry.
Michael will speak about “Forging Partnerships for Progress” leveraging his experience and observations to present a
road map for successful multi-stakeholder partnerships.
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PROGRAM

DAY ONE

26 OCTOBER

CONFERENCE
8:00AM–5:15PM

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKERS

08:00AM

REGISTRATION

08:30am

POWHIRI

09:00am

WELCOME

Hamish Reid, General Manager —
Nutritionals, Tatura Milk Industries and Chair,
Infant Nutrition Council

09:10am

EARLY LIFE NUTITION — WITH A
FOCUS ON THE PRETERM INFANT

Chair: Professor Peter SW Davies —
Director Children’s Nutrition Research Centre,
University of Queensland & Chair of the Early Life
Nutrition Coalition

Providing Optimal Nutrition for Babies
Born Preterm

Dr Jane Alsweiler, University of Auckland

Current Controversies in Feeding the
Preterm Baby

Distinguished Professor Jane Harding,
University of Auckland

Nga- ti Wha- tua O rakei

10:40AM

MORNING TEA

11:10am

EMERGING TRENDS IN
NUTRITION RESEARCH

Chair: Dr Caroline McElnay —
Director of Public Health, Ministr y of Health, NZ

Baby Led Weaning — the growing trend
in infant feeding we know almost nothing
about!

Associate Professor Anne-Louise Heath,
Otago University

The Influence of Maternal Secretor Gene
Activity on Children’s Microbiota Composition
and Function

Paula Smith-Brown — Accredited Practicing Dietitian
and Research Fellow, Children’s Nutrition Research
Centre, the University of Queensland

12:40PM

LUNCH

1:15pm

THE BUSINESS OF BUSINESS

Chair: Dr Helen Darling — Executive Director,
Asia Pacific Centre for Food Integrity

Improving supply chain and the bottom line

Dr Anna Campbell, Managing Director, AbacusBio Ltd

Crisis Planning & Crisis management

Ziena Jalil — Partner, SenateSHJ

Operation Concord

Detective Inspector Paul Borrell, District Manager:
Criminal Investigations New Zealand Police

3:00PM

AFTERNOON TEA

3:30pm

OILS AND LIPIDS

Chair: Glen Neal — General Manager,
Food Standards Australia New Zealand

Role of DHA in Early Life Nutrition in the
First 1000 days

Professor Barbara Meyer — Director, Lipid Research
Centre, University of Wollongong

Forecast on EU-regulation of 3-MCPD and
glycidol in infant nutrition and analytical
solutions available

Dr Jan Kuhlmann, Team Leader SGS Group, Hamburg

5:00PM

CLOSE

Jan Carey, CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

6:00PM

CONFERENCE DINNER

DAY TWO

27 OCTOBER

BREAKFA ST SESSION
7:30AM–8:45AM

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKERS

07:30AM

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Jan Carey, CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

07:45am

IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY ON
FOOD REGULATION

Chris Preston — Director Legal & Regulator y Affairs,
Australian Food and Grocer y Council

How industry, government and consumers
are reacting to disruptive technology

8:45AM

DISCUSSION & CLOSE

CONFERENCE
9:00AM–1:00PM
09:00AM

WELCOME/OVERVIEW

Jan Carey, CEO, Infant Nutrition Council
Stewart Baird, National Business Manager —
Ingredients, Peerless Foods
(Principal Sponsor)

09:10am

TRADE & EXPORT

Chair: Tim Knox — Director, Market Access, Policy &
Trade Branch, Ministr y for Primar y Industries, NZ

China’s food safety capacity building

Mr Jiang Deyuan — President, China Food and Drug
Administration Institute of Executive Development

E-commerce in China

Pier Smulders, Business Development Director, New
Zealand, Alibaba Group

Navigating China’s Consumer Economy

Brent Moore, Australian Trade Commissioner, Shanghai

10:50AM

MORNING TEA

11.15am

INNOVATION AND INFORMATION

Chair: Janine Lewis, Principal Nutritionist,
Food Standards Australia New Zealand

The Impact of Different Regulatory
Environments on Product Innovation

Basil Mathioudakis — Consultant, Food Legislation
and Nutrition

Forging Partnerships for Progress

Michael Barr y — President of ISDI & Director,
Regulator y Policy & Intelligence — Abbott Nutrition

SUMMARY & CLOSE

Jan Carey, CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

12:45PM

ABSTRACTS
PROVIDING OPTIMAL NUTRITION FOR BABIES BORN PRETERM
DR JANE ALSWEILER
DEPARTMENT OF PAEDIATRICS: CHILD AND YOUTH HEALTH, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
LIGGINS INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
MBCHB, FRACP, PHD
Moderate to late preterm babies (32–36 weeks’ gestation) make up 6% of all babies born in New Zealand each year. These
babies are at increased risk of developing low blood sugar levels (hypoglycaemia) and poor growth. Recently, it has been
determined that these babies are also at increased risk of poor neurodevelopment and metabolic outcomes in later life.
Providing optimal nutrition to these babies would not only prevent hypoglycaemia and allow them to grow to their full potential
but also improve their long-term outcomes. However, there are few data on the optimal way to feed babies born moderate
to late preterm. While breast milk is the best possible nutrition for all babies, including those born preterm, there is often
insufficient breastmilk available to meet the nutritional demands of moderate to late preterm babies in the first few days after
birth. Determining the optimal nutrition for babies born moderate to late preterm is a research priority.

CURRENT CONTROVERSIES IN FEEDING THE PRETERM BABY
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR JANE E HARDING, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKL AND
ONZM MBCHB DPHIL FRACP FRSNZ
Preterm birth can be considered a nutritional emergency. Provision of adequate early nutrition is limited by physiological and
practical considerations, and nutritional requirements are high, so that a rapidly accumulating nutritional deficit is almost
universal. Further, inadequate growth is associated with poor neurodevelopmental outcomes. However, there may be a tradeoff between later better developmental and worse metabolic outcomes, and nutritional approaches that may ameliorate this
trade-off are poorly understood.
New developments include recommendations to increase protein supply, improve formulations of parenteral lipids, and
provide mineral supplements while encouraging human milk feeding. However, high quality evidence of the risks and benefits
of these approaches are lacking. Nor is there reliable evidence about how to best feed moderate-to-late preterm babies. The
idea that girls and boys may need to be fed differently is gaining attention.
Clinical trials addressing nutrition of preterm infants need to move beyond short term measures of growth, be large enough to
look for sex interactions, and to evaluate long-term developmental and metabolic outcomes

BABY LED WEANING — THE GROWING TREND IN INFANT FEEDING WE
KNOW ALMOST NOTHING ABOUT!
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ANNE-LOUISE HEATH
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN NUTRITION, UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO
ANNE-LOUISE HEATH, LISA DANIELS, LOUISE FANGUPO, CL AUDIA LEONG, BRITTANY MORISON, SONYA CAMERON,
SHEIL A WILLIAMS, JILLIAN HASZARD, LIZ FLEMING, BEN WHEELER, BARRY TAYLOR, ROSALIND GIBSON, RACHAEL TAYLOR
Baby-Led Weaning is becoming increasingly popular amongst parents in New Zealand, Australia, the United Kingdom,
Canada, and the United States. In Baby-Led Weaning, the infant is expected to feed themselves all of their foods from the
start of the complementary feeding period – so everything needs to be presented as a food that the baby can pick up and
feed themselves. In its purest form, there is no spoon-feeding, and very few if any purées – it is very difficult to pick up a purée
with your bare hands! Although health professionals have expressed concern that infants following Baby-Led Weaning may be
at increased risk of growth faltering, iron deficiency and choking, this has not yet been investigated.
Data will be presented from our recent randomised controlled trial on the impact of a modified version of Baby-Led Weaning,
known as Baby-Led Introduction to SolidS (BLISS), on infant growth, iron status and choking risk, as well as some of our earlier
work on how Baby-Led Weaning is being followed in New Zealand.

THE INFLUENCE OF MATERNAL SECRETOR GENE ACTIVITY ON
CHILDREN’S MICROBIOTA COMPOSITION AND FUNCTION
PAUL A SMITH-BROWN, ACCREDITED PRACTICING DIETITIAN AND RESEARCH FELLOW,
CHILDREN’S NUTRITION RESEARCH CENTRE, THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSL AND
One mechanism by which early life environment may influence long term health is through modulation of the developing
gut microbiota. It is widely accepted that the optimal source of nutrition in early life is breast milk, with Human Milk
Oligosaccharides (HMOs) thought to play an important role in nourishing the developing microbiota. However, around 20% of
mothers have inactive secretor genes resulting in altered HMO composition and quantities in their breast milk.
Evidence will be presented that a mother ’s secretor status has an impact on the child’s faecal microbiota profile at 2 to 3
years of age, particularly in children who were exclusively breastfed for at least 4 months. These findings suggest that maternal
secretor status provides a selective environmental pressure on the microbiota of breastfed infants that is sustained beyond the
period of infancy and introduction of complementary foods, leading to long term determination of microbiota composition.
The influence of the maternal secretor gene is of particular interest due to the ease of assessing maternal secretor status and
significant impact of having an inactive secretor gene on breast milk composition. Further work is required to establish the
health consequences of being breastfed by a mother with an inactive secretor gene compared to an active secretor gene
to reveal whether intervention would be warranted.

IMPROVING SUPPLY CHAIN AND THE BOTTOM LINE
DR ANNA CAMPBELL, MANAGING DIRECTOR, ABACUSBIO LTD
More data has been created in the past two years than in the entire history of the human race. Data will play an increasingly
significant role in personalising what we eat and how we are marketed to, reducing food wastage, guiding farming and food
production decisions and ensuring product traceability.
Currently many businesses are still in the position of being, or becoming, data-rich, yet remain information poor — what do we
do with all this data and how do we make it work for us?
In her presentation, Dr Campbell will present case studies where data has been used to add value to products and value
chains and create discussion around the types of technologies and tools we are likely to be able to use in the future.

CRISIS PLANNING AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT
ZIENA JALIL – PARTNER, SENATESHJ
Organisational reputation takes years to build but can be lost in the time it takes someone to tweet their response to a crisis.
Reputation risks are increasing for all organisations and the food sector is not immune. SenateSHJ’s Reputation Reality 2017
trans-Tasman risk survey found more than 70 per cent of organisations believe risks affecting reputation have increased over
the past three years.
A person’s smartphone and their perception of what is happening can shape the coverage and sentiment of an incident and
yet research shows a significant lack of confidence in managing a crisis on social media.
The ill-prepared will pay a heavy price. Crisis capability must be developed and honed through regular training and testing —
people not processes manage a crisis or serious issues. This session reviews recent crises and offers strategies for risk mitigation
and crisis management.

OPERATION CONCORD
DETECTIVE INSPECTOR PAUL BORRELL, DISTRICT MANAGER: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS, NEW ZEAL AND POLICE
In early 2015, Paul was seconded to Auckland to take up the 2I/C role for Operation Concord being the criminal investigation
into two blackmail threats by an individual to contaminate infant milk formula with 1080 (sodium fluoroacetate) pest control
poison. The blackmail was conveyed by way of two threat letter sent simultaneously to
NZ Federated Farmers and Fonterra in November 2014.
Paul remained working on this investigation for a total of 9 months that concluded with the identification and arrest of an
offender who has since pleaded guilty to blackmail and is now serving an extensive period of imprisonment.
The Operation Concord investigation was nominated for an international award sponsored by the IACP (International
Association of Chiefs of Police) and was awarded second placing for excellence in investigation. Paul and one other
Operation Concord colleague had the honour of being invited to accept the award on behalf of the NZ Police and Concord
team at the most recent IACP conference held in San Diego in October 2016.

ROLE OF DHA IN EARLY LIFE NUTRITION IN THE FIRST 1000 DAYS
PROFESSOR BARBARA J MEYER
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, FACULTY OF SCIENCE, MEDICINE AND HEALTH, UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG
Docosahexaenoic acid (DHA) is an omega-3 long chain polyunsaturated fatty acid (n-3 LCPUFA). Human beings can
synthesise DHA from the essential fatty acid alpha-linolenic acid (ALA), yet the amount being converted for optimal health is
questionable and therefore DHA should be considered as a semi-essential nutrient. In very early pregnancy, DHA is required
for neural tube closure. In later pregnancy, the fetus needs to accrue brain issue and given that 10–20% of the fat in the
brain is DHA, the demand for DHA is high. Supplementation with DHA is much better than supplementation with ALA in order
to increase both maternal and neonatal DHA levels. DHA supplementation in infants for the first 12 months of life results in
increased mental development index and language at 18 months of age.
High levels of infant erythrocyte linoleic acid (LA) levels correlates negatively with cognition and language at 4 months and
language at 12 months of age, suggesting high levels of erythrocyte LA levels is not optimal.
Maternal diets have changed considerably over the past 4 decades with much higher intake of LA and lower intakes of
DHA, resulting in double the amount of LA in breastmilk and a 50% reduction of DHA in breastmilk. Pregnant and lactating
women are recommended to consume at least 200mg of DHA per day, yet actual intakes of DHA are much lower than the
recommended intakes for DHA.

FORECAST ON EU-REGULATION OF 3-MCPD AND GLYCIDOL IN INFANT
NUTRITION AND ANALYTICAL SOLUTIONS AVAILABLE
DR JAN KUHLMANN, TEAM LEADER SGS GROUP, HAMBURG
From the perspective of food safety, fatty acid esters of glycidol (bound glycidol) as well as 2- and
3-Mono¬chloro¬propane¬diol (MCPD) esters (bound 2- & 3-MCPD) are known to be undesired food borne contaminants that
frequently occur together as a set of compounds in refined edible oils and fats.
Free MCPD might be generated in foods by heat treatment. It might also be present in certain food contact materials.
3-MCPD and glycidol are classified as carcinogens (category 2B and 2A respectively) Recent toxicological studies have
raised strong indications that during digestion the free analytes are released in major parts out of the ester-bound form. In
2015 the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain (CONTAM) confirmed that the
toxicity of 3-MCPD fatty acid esters should be considered equivalent (on a molar basis) to that of the parent compound.
Recently the European Committee (EC) is working on regulations for the maximum levels of free and bound 3-MCPD as well as
glycidyl fatty acid esters in infant formulae and in oils and fats intended for direct human consumption or use as an ingredient
in food.
Since the occurrence of significant amounts of MCPD and glycidyl fatty acid esters in various edible oils was reported firstly
in 2006, 2009 and 2011 several analytical methods for the determination of these compounds in oils and fats have been
published and some also validated. But these methods mainly have not been tested if free MCPD being present in foods
would have an impact on the results or not. Up to now there are no officially validated methods available for analysing free
and bound MCPD and bound glycidol in infant formulae and related compound foods. Accordingly, there is an obvious need
for sensitive and reliable analytical methods that cover this set of contaminants in infant nutrition.
This presentation intends to focus on open questions in regard to future regulation of 3-MCPD and glycidol derivatives in infant
formulae and the availability of analytical methods therefore.

HOW INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT AND CONSUMERS ARE REACTING
TO DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGY
CHRIS PRESTON — DIRECTOR LEGAL & REGUL ATORY AFFAIRS, AUSTRALIAN FOOD AND GROCERY COUNCIL
Disruption is the buzzword for change, especially a fundamental change that requires companies to alter their way of doing
business in order to remain a competitive force. In the 21st Century, disruption has primarily been seen to be driven by
technology, and while this is largely true, it is the social (and hence political) forces that actually disrupt and which need to be
assessed in judging regulatory risk.
This breakfast presentation will identify the top risks which, if not addressed, lead to regulatory intervention, the role of industry
and government in harnessing the benefits of technological disruption, and a roadmap for companies to deal with the
challenges of doing business in an age of rapid change.

CHINA’S FOOD SAFETY CAPACITY BUILDING
MR JIANG DEYUAN
PRESIDENT CHINA FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION INSTITUTE OF EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT
This presentation will talk about China’s food safety capacity building with a focus on three areas:
•	Practice of capacity building for food safety regulators and people from food industry implemented by China Food and
Drug Administration (CFDA)
•	Practice of China Food and Drug Institute of Executive Development (CFDAIED) in area of food safety capacity building
under the guide of CFDA
•	Future work plan

E-COMMERCE IN CHINA
PIER SMULDERS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR NEW ZEAL AND, ALIBABA GROUP
Alibaba Group’s mission is to make it easy to do business anywhere. The company is the largest online and mobile commerce
company in the world in terms of gross merchandise volume. Founded in 1999, the company provides the fundamental
technology infrastructure and marketing reach to help businesses leverage the power of the Internet to establish an online
presence and conduct commerce with hundreds of millions of consumers and other businesses.
Today more than 1700 Australian and New Zealand brands are sold via Alibaba Group’s Tmall and Tmall Global business-toconsumer platforms with dairy products and infant formula being a leading category.
What are the opportunities for infant formula brands in China’s ‘new retail’ environment and how can companies prepare
themselves for an ever-changing landscape?

NAVIGATING CHINA’S CONSUMER ECONOMY
BRENT MOORE
AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER, SHANGHAI
In his presentation, Brent will share insights on doing business in China and how to influence Chinese consumers and sell online
and offline. Brent will also cover the latest trends and developments in infant nutrition in China.

THE IMPACT OF DIFFERENT REGULATORY ENVIRONMENTS ON
PRODUCT INNOVATION
BASIL MATHIOUDAKIS — CONSULTANT, FOOD LEGISL ATION AND NUTRITION
Foods intended for infants and young children are a very important category of foods intended for a vulnerable group of the
population for which the diet in the first years of life plays a crucial role for growth, development and health for the rest of
their life.
Given the intended users, these products are among the most regulated in the food area. Their composition based on
scientific advice, is usually prescribed in detail in legal texts at national and regional level and in international standards.
Similarly, rules on the labelling, including nutrition and health claims, advertising and marketing of these products are quite
detailed and aim to contain the promotion of these products in order to protect breastfeeding.
Scientific knowledge on nutrition is evolving rapidly in the area of nutrition. The area of infant and young child nutrition is
attracting particular attention due to its impact on health at later life. Research in the area is funded by public funds but
the interested industry is providing maybe a more important proportion of such funds. Scientific knowledge coupled to
technological progress leads to innovation of products, which is a very important element of getting a competitive edge on
the market.
Consumer knowledge and understanding of the importance of the relationship between diet and health contributes also to
evolution of labelling and marketing.
But the revision of legal texts and standards is a process that takes a long time. Therefore, legal frameworks and practices
may have an impact on the innovation of these products and this should be kept in mind by the legislator. The presentation
will discuss such frameworks and practices and their impact on innovation and how the development of innovative products,
that provide real benefits for the intended consumer, should be encouraged and supported.

FORGING PARTNERSHIPS FOR PROGRESS
MICHAEL BARRY — DIRECTOR, REGUL ATORY POLICY & INTELLIGENCE — ABBOTT NUTRITION & PRESIDENT OF ISDI
Everyone has an interest in nutrition. And yet, involving stakeholders in dialogue regarding nutrition is complicated. Influence
undermines independence; impartiality is challenged by preconception; and populism presupposes elitism. How can
effective stakeholder dialogue flourish amidst such contradictions?
The way in which food is produced attracts increasing attention as more people focus on origin, sustainability and animal
welfare. Food labelling, advertising and marketing claims are all undergoing a lot of regulatory change. Specialised nutrition
has seen significant investment in innovation but communicating the benefit of the resulting innovations to consumers has
opened a new debate over their necessity. The global challenges of malnutrition and metabolic disease are multi-faceted
and complex and will require the cooperation of diverse stakeholders to achieve meaningful change
The need for balanced dialogue is clear, as is the need for extensive stakeholder engagement. However, the contradictions
in stakeholder dialogue challenge the very basis of effective stakeholder engagement; with dialogue, all too often simplified
placing emotion over science. The irony is that society has never been better served by communications tools like social
media and web-based public consultations. So why are we struggling to discuss complex issues and why do we default to
emotion?
This presentation examines how partnerships for progress can be formed so that many of the challenges and contradictions
in stakeholder dialogue can be addressed.
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