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Overview 

•  Fundamental basis. 
–  Food Act 1981 
–  Relevant standards 

•  FSANZ review 
–  Policy guidelines 

•  Compositional requirements 
•  Labelling requirements 
•  International work 
•  Export requirements 
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Breast is best 

•  Sole source of nutrition 

•  Changing composition 
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Food Act 1981: 

 
•  Administered by MPI 

•  Regulates food produced or sold in NZ 

•  Food must be safe and suitable for the intended 
population group to which the food is marketed 

 
•  Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code –

standard under the Food Act 
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Codex Standards 

•  Codex Alimentarius standards – the basis 
for regulation 

•  Codex Standard for Infant Formula 
(0 -12 months) - 2008 

•  Codex Standard for Follow-up Formula  
  (6 - 36 months) - 1987 
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Standard 2.9.1 – Infant Formula Products regulates: 

 
•  Infant Formula (0-12 months) 
 
•  Follow-on Formula (6-12 months) 
 
•  Infant Formula Products for Special Dietary Use: 
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Other standards also contain specific provisions for 

infant formula products, such as: 
 

•  Standard 1.1.1 – Preliminary Provisions – Applications, 
Interpretation and General Prohibitions 

•  Standard 1.2.4 – Labelling of Ingredients 
•  Standard 1.2.7 – Nutrition, Health and Related Claims 
•  Standard 1.3.1 – Food Additives 
•  Standard 1.6.1 – Microbiological Limits for Food 
•  NOTE: Toddler milks (designed for children 1 – 3 years) 

are covered by Standard 2.9.3  
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FSANZ review of Standard 2.9.1 
 
 •  P1028 – to review Standard 2.9.1 

–  reflect the latest scientific understanding;  
– harmonise with international regulations; and  
– clarify ambiguity. 

•  Issues ‘grouped’ into themes 
•  series of reports for public comment – 1st to be 

first half of 2014 
•  4-5 years to complete 
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Policy Guideline for Infant Formula 
 
 •  FSANZ is required to have regard to any Policy 

Guidelines.   
•  the Regulation of Infant Formula Products and 

Intent of Part 2.9 – Special Purpose Foods.  
•  guidance on the composition, labelling, 

advertising and promotion of infant formula 
products.   

•  FSANZ website 
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Policy Guideline for Infant Formula 

Notes on policy principles regarding composition: 
(d) and (e): safe, and achieve as closely as possible the 

normal growth and development of breast fed infants 
(f): essential composition prescribed in regulation 
(g): only mandate when evidence 
(h): breast milk is the primary reference 
(i): premarket assessment for substances 
(j): substances subject to premarket assessment to have 

beneficial role in normal growth and development 
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Policy guideline and Application Handbook 

•  FSANZ has amended the Application Handbook to 
reflect some of the policy guidelines 

•  FSANZ has further work to do on policy principle (i) in 
the previous slide, and this work will be conducted within 
the review of standard 2.9.1. 
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Basic compositional requirements for IF and FOF: 
 
 
 

•  Std 2.9.1 -end product compositional 
requirements 
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Essential Composition 

•  Absolute requirements with minimum and 
maximum levels 

•  Energy  
•  Fat and protein 
•  Carbohydrates 
•  Other substances 
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Prohibitions 

•  There are strict prohibitions.   

–  Express permission for: 
•   novel foods; 
•  nutritive substances,  
•  GM foods,  
•  food additives and  
•  processing aids. 
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•  Nutritive substance:  means a substance 
not normally consumed as a food in itself 
and not normally used as an ingredient of 
a food but which after extraction and or 
refinement, or synthesis, is intentionally 
added to achieve a nutritional purpose and 
includes vitamins, minerals , amino acids, 
electrolytes and nucleotides. 
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Labelling regulation: 
 
 •  ‘Infant Formula’ and Follow-on Formula’ - prescribed 

names 

•  Nutrition Information Panel (NIP) –prescribed in Std 2.9.1 
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Labelling 

•  Required warnings, directions and statements – 
clause 14 
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Prohibited Labelling – clause 20 
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Prohibited labelling 

•  Prohibited representations - reference to 
nutrients or nutritive substances, other 
than in the ingredient list 

Prohibited labelling Prohibited labelling 
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Prohibited labelling 

•  Prohibition on label = prohibited in 
advertising (Std 1.1.1 Cl 13) 

•  Includes websites 

•  ………….® formula contains nutrients DHA and ARA which may support brain and 
eye development. It provides complete infant nutrition that compares to the nutrition 
of Enfamil® and other formulas .  Ask your pediatrician about switching baby formula 
…. 
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Claims 

•  A nutrition content claim or health claim must 
not be made about – 

•  (a) kava; or 
•  (b) a food that contains more than 1.15% alcohol 

by volume, other than a nutrition 
•  content claim about energy content or 

carbohydrate content; or 
•  (c) an infant formula product. (Std 1.2.7) 
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CLAIMS 
 
 

•  Nutrition content claims and health claims are prohibited 
on infant formula products 
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Claims 
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Claims 
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Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special 
Dietary Uses (CCNFSDU): 

 
 
 

•  Standards form basis of national standards 

•  IF standard revised in 2008 

•  Currently reviewing the Follow-Up Formula 
Standard (CODEX STAN 156-1987) 

 
•  New Zealand is leading this work 
 



 www.mpi.govt.nz • 26 

Codex FUF 

•  Aim of consultation is to:  
•  review nutritional requirements of older 

infants and young children taking into 
account recent scientific developments 
and data; and  

•  gather global data on dietary intakes for 
older infants and young children. 
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Export of Infant Formula Products (IFP) – 60 B Exemption 
Process 

 
 
 

•  export to comply with the NZ compositional 
requirements 

•  2005 -exemption mechanism 
•  Manufacturer presents to MPI justification 
•  MPI can issue a legal exemption once risk 

assessed. 
•  Labelling required to meet the importing 

country requirements 
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The way forward….. 


